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T

raditionally, parties seek
briefing extensions in
Florida state courts by
motion pursuant to
Florida Rule of Appellate Procedure
9.300. However, four of the five
District Courts of Appeal have
recently adopted an alternative
procedure — extension by “notice”
— that supplants the motion
process in certain circumstances.
The “Notice” Process, by Court
Led by the Fourth District, the
Second, Third, Fourth, and Fifth
Districts each authorize a party
who meets specific requirements
to file a notice of an agreed or
stipulated extension of time to
file an initial, answer, or reply
brief, in lieu of a motion. The
process reduces the workload of
the court in reviewing and ruling
on motions, while allowing the
parties to exercise increased
control over their own appeals.
The courts’ administrative orders
authorizing the procedure are found
on their websites. They each differ
slightly in their requirements and
approved language. It is important
to review each administrative order
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Where the parties cannot agree,
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proceeding.” The court also
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district courts govern appellate
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orders or “notice[s] to attorneys
60 days for reply briefs.
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